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ABSTBACT 

Motorcycle safety education uill becoie a necessity 
in the near future due to the growing demands of secondary students 
for education in this area* T^e Hotorcycle Safety Foundation is 
sponsored by aajor aotorcycle industries and is involved with 
derelopp^n'g prograos and aaterials \o promote motorcycle safety 
education* The high rate of motorc]\le accidents during the fir^t few 
months of motorcycle driving suppor-Pe the Deed for motorcycle' safety 
education in secpndary schools. A pro^^a of this sort should be 
voluntary and come after the ^tudent hlk completed, drj^ver education 
instruction. Motorcycles can be obtaine^^y schools with the 
cooperation of motorcycle dealers. FinallV local support is 
necessary to guarantee the initiation, con\inuation, and success of 
motorcycle safety ^^^cation programs. (Autltor/^C) 
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THE PRDSPECT OF l^Cmv:YCLE SArETy mXATlOii 
f !s;i . • SECQNTVLHY SCHX)LS ' . \ 

s!5<| (penai^cs by Dr, Alfred S. King, Coordinator of Driver Education, 
o|Ojo East Carolina University at the N.C. Conferenee on Highway Safety, 
I'ScI Chapel Kill, >hrth Carolira, I>ioveni)er' 21 ,< 197^) 
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If the title of this presentation were stated in the form of a question, I 
could quickly give this slcple ansvver: yjotorcycle Safety Education in our secondar- 
schools is on its -^y and nay very well becons nar/jatory in the not too distant 
'future, therefore, educators had better be deciding where it best fits'into the 
secondary curriculum ahd fird teachers prepared to instruct it . " ' 

Educators seen to be moving into a very familar position - i'r^t of having to 
expediently meet the demands of their constituency, in this case, offering notor- 
cycle safety education to all high s«hool students. (I am not discounting the 
need to offer it at Iwer levels, however, that is not my issue today.) The 
nanufacturers are too busy selling and servicing their products and could ncJt 
feasibly, or properly Lnstruct each purchaser in motorcycle safety. However, they 
have not abandoned all educatloral acti^^ty put are responding, to this heed 
through the Motorcycle Safety Foundation (M.S.F.). 

i-mojocLE SAFETY kMfflA2ic»j's imbummjT 

The Itotorcycle Safety Foundation is sponsored By the giants' of the industry 
(Honda, Suzuki,. Yamate, Kawasaki and ferity-Davidson) for -the specific purpose of 
developing programs and materials -which promote motorcycle safety education. 
Although only about three years old, the r-fotorcycle Safety Foundation has spon^rec 
numerous workshops across the nation for the purpose of preparing college people, 
to develop and instruct teacher preparation courses at their respective diver- 
sities. The Motorcycle Safety' Foundation has- also developed instructional and 
inforrrational materials in addition to . sponsorlne and lending their expertise , 



wherever possible to help univ9rsities begin theif program^ of preparatim for 
seconcJary school teaclners. Ihese activities ^-ividly reflect the sincere interest 
of motorcycle nanufacturers to. accept a degree of responsibility for- preparing 
^ youn^ters for the safer .operation of nDtorcycles. ' " • , 

r-IPETCS FACTS 

Tne iiipetus for secondary schools to get inv!)lved In Offering notorcycle 
safety educatio;. Ues candidly in the statistics of accidents, injuries and 

- m^ers-of feotordyales. ' V^rip. Carolina recorded 2,869 tratorcycle accidents In 
1973 v."hich .produced 2,493 injuries and 91 .fatalities. The 1973 registration ' 

^figures show'95,9lV rnotorcycles in North Carolina-tfTl^appjpxirately 78,000 
in 1972 and projected estLnate of 115,000 notbrcycles to be^ registered, In this 
year of 197^, %tionally the 197^ registrations are e^cted to r»ve very* close- 
to 5,000,000 f>om the ^,353,502 register^ In 1973. 

According' to .the. National 'safety Council's "Accident Facts" mllication, the 

notorcyclist risk of fatal injury on our nation's high--^ys is approxiirately H tiire. 
. as great as, that of the autcnobile driver. It is also conron knorfledg^ that the 

■first few monihs-of notorcycle driving are the rost treacherous for operators. 

Sorre experts flaLu that as high as 70 percent of all motorcy^cle accidents occur to 

drivers -with iess than six months experience on the road. . Borrowers of rrotoroycles 

apparently a tow experience gro-jp, also aro reported t(» teve a Mgh accident rate-.' 

* 

T^-ese reported facts which I have Just related adncnish parents to be 
exceptionally caujious when rraking the decision as to whether to provide a irotor- 
cycle for th|ir yiun^^tW's fun and transportation." Since rrany parents cannot 
long parry tjie cohsta;3t volley of "denands by their offsprinrs for a irotoroycle, 
they eventually ^ve In. Consequently, because of their. kng//ledge of the high 
possibility for^ bodily injury to notorcyclists who have accidents, these same 
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~ .111 ^=0=. foes SP^I boanU If they fall to brl,^ about 

• P-vlslona the sch^i eun-lc^^ for „.tor.ycle safety ed^tl<„. ^s Is the 
^ P=-l^.pr^se <^n -^oH I base^ ^ belief ttet ..to:.ycle safety education -will 
scon be a ^te for the. saoonda^ sc^l o^o^^ in nany school syst^.. 
Other lectors which -.111 hasten the ^ fo^ Wycie .safety education In 
. the seconda., sc^^l are the re,ul«^nt for a llceie endorsement fof o^^^tor 
Of a .^torcycle and the fact ttet states n^'andW other .111 shortly z^ulx. 
.a course In notoncycle safety by o^rator. ^der the aee' of 18 prior to Ucensi;^. 
^ - This training is In addltlch to the driver education m,ulren«nt . 

■ THE :'»TORCyCl£ SAFETY PRe«RA:-i 
. ae .^torcycle safety -pro^ stould be voi„tary and c^e after a st^ent 
ccnpleted his driver education instruction, mis sequence allo-.s Ihe studlnt to-" 
devote „.re ti^ to on^ycle ir.tructlo;. me ftuMle-for ..st ne. ope^^tor^ 

. 13 the development of skill in the .e em coordination of controls -^thout ..vlnr 
to internet their vls^ activities Involved In. the l.^o.-E. pr«=ess. '^^.Tor. 
on^ycle activities should^co,.^ ^ority of .ti»e spent durin. t.. tmn^g' 
period. ' ' ' ^. . ' . 

A.D.T.S.E.A., in a ne-w publication 'Tolicies .and Guidelines for atorcycle 
safety Bixatlon: On-Street Riders," ^c„ a specific course for motorcycle 
. safety var-ying between^ 52.35 instr«tional tours. Ihe'co^e includes 11,1* hou:^ 
Of classroc Inatr^ctlon, seven rours -In an off^st-^eet ^ 
hours on-street. 

' . V£nX)RCYCLES FURIJI3KED v * 

, It .has. beerr no problem for exls^ng oro^rar^s to. obtain ^torcycles on loan ' " 
nx. local dealers and nor. are expected .or p^^. ,-^;,er cooperation ^ 
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vai7.accordlng to his .persoml feel^r^ about participating 'in a program, but all 
have the prereo^tive of apcebting a monetarj' Licentive fivrn. the ranufacturei^ for 
involvement in a niotorcycle safety proErais -.Ith any public school system. It tes 
been my observation that no one Ake ^nDtorcycles has been, nationally, nore • 
active in' brogram participation; however, the Konda' dealer .in Greenville, rtorth 
•Carolina and the Konda representative covering" ;Jorth Carolina have been rast 
helpfu^ to my progr^-. . I rrd^.t add that they did so v/ithout any senilance of a 
, hassle. 

• » * * 

■ LXAL EFFORT ^ ■ 
My final statetrents will .deal .;ith local iroetus. Initially the program 
should be Xind^rtaken v;ith the expectation that there ./ill be continuing local 
support Involved, the r-btcrcycle Safety Foundation and the dealers ca] be counted 
upon to cuide, consult, f and produce their prearraJiged contributions but a sus- 
'taining prosran. needs strong local comnitrrfints . Instructor salaries , teaching 
aids and mterials, insurance premi-jms, classroom space, off-street training areas 
and trails, storage space for th^ n-otcrcycles and a contingency "fund, for iralntenanc 
and repair of the nntorcycles must assured on a continuous basis. Too nany 
programs may^come in like the proverbial lion an<?^eo out hurriedly like a lamb if 
they totally depend upon outside Sources to sustain their program. 
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